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Yellowstone 

County 

Yellowstone County Problem 
 

Better or Worse Than State 

 
The number of alcohol and drug related 

crashes in Yellowstone County is      
unacceptable 
360 in 2008 
 
10.3% of all crashes in 2008 
 

 
Same 
 
 
2313 crashes in Montana were alcohol or 

drug related in 2008. 
10.5% of all crashes. 
 

 
Alcohol and drug related fatalities in         

Yellowstone County as a percentage of 
all traffic fatalities is unacceptable. 

 
53% of fatal crashes in Yellowstone County in 

2008 were alcohol and/or drug related. 

 
This is significantly higher than the state and 

national rates. 
 

 
Worse 
40.3% of fatal crashes in Montana were alco-

hol/drug related in 2008. 
 
32% of fatal crashes in the nation were alco-

hol/drug related in 2008. 

 
Drugged driving appears to be on the rise 

around Yellowstone County. 
This is inferred from anecdotal sharing 

by law enforcement and legal sectors 
at the task force and visible cases in 
the media; however the task force 
does not have actual county-level 
data on drugged driving. The task 
force is working on assessment of this 
issue. 

 

 
Drugged driving increased in Montana 
between 2007 and 2009, including a sig-
nificant increase in the number of cases 
involving central nervous system depres-
sants and canabis.  After CNS depres-
sants, cannabis is the most common 
cause of drugged driving in Montana. 

It is not acceptable for Yellowstone 

County to be the same as the state of 

Montana on any DUI indicator. 

 

Montana has the highest rate of alcohol-impaired driving  

fatalities in the country , more than double the national average. 

 

; Overview of Montana’s Impaired Driving Problem, Updated July 2010.  Montana Department of  Transportation. Downloaded from 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/docs/impaired_driving_prob_overview.pdf . 

Traffic Safety Facts.  DOT HS 811 172. 2008 

Traffic Safety Annual Assessment – Highlights.  

NHTSA Center for Statistics and Analysis.  June 

2009 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/docs/impaired_driving_prob_overview.pdf
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OBITU
ARY 

Ryeli
 Elli

ot Kl
ine-

Embry
 retu

rned 
to th

e 

Lord 
on Ma

rch 1
6, 

2008,
 at t

he Pr
imary

 

Child
ren's

 Hosp
ital 

in Sa
lt La

ke Ci
ty. H

e 

was b
orn M

arch 
7, 

2008,
 at S

t. Vi
n-

cent'
s Hos

pital
. 

Ryeli
, the

 9-da
y-old

 

son o
f Aly

ssa M
i-

chell
e Kli

ne an
d Tho

-

mas J
ames 

Embry
, lef

t 

us du
e to 

prema
ture 

birth
. 

He is
 surv

ived 
by hi

s 

paren
ts, A

lyssa
 M. 

Kline
 and 

Thoma
s J. 

Embry
, bot

h of 
Bill-

ings;
 gran

dpare
nts, 

Toni 
and C

hris 
Stone

, 

Serin
a and

 Dona
ld Ol

-

son, 
Rick 

Kline
; 

aunts
 and 

uncle
s, 

Tiffe
ny Kl

ine, 
Chey-

enne 
Kline

, Amb
er 

Embry
, Kel

ley a
nd 

Chest
er Li

mberh
and, 

all o
f Bil

lings
, Jil

l 

and J
on Pe

ntzer
 of 

Arlin
gton,

 Va.;
 grea

t

-gran
dpare

nts, 
Lauri

e 

Stone
, Eve

 Nied
z-

wieck
i, Be

tty B
ourne

, 

Rose 
and H

ank K
line;

 

numer
ous g

reat-
aunts

, 

uncle
s and

 cous
ins. 

He wa
s pre

ceded
 in 

death
 by g

randf
ather

 

Bill 
Embry

 and 
great

-

grand
fathe

r Ant
hony 

Niedz
wieck

i. 

Our p
recio

us Ry
eli i

s 

loved
 very

 much
 and 

we wi
ll al

l mis
s him

. 

Servi
ces w

ill b
e hel

d 

at 10
 a.m.

 on F
riday

, 

March
 21, 

at Fa
ith 

Evang
elica

l Chu
rch, 

3145 
Sweet

water
 




